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Draft Minutes Ordinary Meeting Leysdown Parish Council
Thursday 17th August 2023 at Leysdown Village Hall @ 6pm

Present; Cllr. Martin (Chair). Cllr. Rumbol.  Cllr. Brennan.
Members of the Public: Five
23/154 Apologies: Cllr. Partis running late. Cllr Judges, Cllr Curtis, Cllr Probets.
23/155 Declaration of Interests: None
23/156 Approval of Minutes for the meeting held on 13/07/2023:
Proposed: Cllr Rumbol      		 Agreed: Cllr Brennan
 
23/157 Councillors Reports: Cllr. Whiting (KCC) spoke with reference to the meeting with Andy Booth about traffic calming measures outside School. Will need to feed into the Leysdown Highways Improvement Plan. Cllr Tara Noe made good suggestions and KCC Highways Improvement Plan updated. It was a positive meeting but KCC suffering financial difficulties, so will need continuous campaigning for improvements. 
Children’s Centres gaining a lot of media attention due to cutbacks. Cllr Martin commented on the building in Bay Road having always been under-utilised in the past.
Cllr. Whiting spoke of the recent Council Tips being discussed for closure and how Sheerness has now been taken off the list for closure, but residents need to keep protesting and attend consultations to make sure it stays off the list.
Road closures for maintenance continuing in certain areas and Cllr. Martin mentioned the resurfacing of pavements in Bayview area were not advertised and, in some places, already lifting. Also, the roads are far worse with potholes etc and yet the pavements were done. 
Cllr. Whiting said there is a website to report faults in road surfaces and potholes. https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
Telephone number: 03000 419191

23/158 PC Reports:
Leysdown 16th July- 16th August 2023
Information provided by: PC 14189 Maybank
This report will not give the circumstances of domestic violence reports so that vulnerable victims are not 
identified.
- Shellness Road- Common assault- The victim was pushed and then flicked in the face.
- Danes Drive- Common assault- The victim was punched in the face causing no injury.
- Leysdown Road- Dangerous dog- The victim was bitten on the hand by a dog.
- The Promenade- Theft- A wallet has been stolen after it was left on an arcade machine.
- Shellness Road- Common Assault- Following a dispute which the victim was recording, the suspect has 
tried to grab the phone.
- Leysdown Road- Assault (ABH)- Following a dispute, the victim was punched, kicked and had their hair 
pulled.
- Leysdown Road- Assault (ABH)- The victim was pinned against a vehicle and was assaulted.
- Wing Road- Criminal damage- The toilet block of a holiday site has been damaged.
- Park Avenue- Dangerous dog- Victim was bitten by a dog that was out of control.
- Leysdown Road- Affray- Threats have been made with weapons following a dispute between two families.
- Leysdown Road- Shoplifting- Suspects have entered the store, selected £25 worth of goods and have then left without making payment.
- Grove Avenue- Intentional harassment, alarm or distress- The victim was verbally abused.
7 reports of domestic abuse
Anti-social behaviour and other incidents of note:
- 1x report of nuisance youth on Shellness Road. Five youths being abusive to shop workers

Contact made with Swale Borough Council in regards to re-introducing ‘Swale Link’ to Leysdown. It’s a local business crime reduction initiative whereby each business will receive a radio. This will allow them to contact other businesses, the Police and the council CCTV operator. Members will have access to an online database so that they can view profiles of offenders. They will also receive notifications and intelligence on troublemakers. There is a yearly cost associated to this which is around the £200 mark. It has been agreed the seasonal businesses will receive a discount. The more people who sign up, the more successful it’ll be.
More information can be found on www.swale.gov.uk/swale-link

23/159	Public Session: MOP spoke about planning applications at Seaview have increased and the whole site in danger of becoming fully residential via back door and Section 106, needs to be pursued.
Spoke at length about the Parish Clerk’s latest pay and contracted hours increase. Was not a full council when agreed and as a Leysdown resident strongly objects to this increase and the cost to the Parish and will make her objections known by possibly refusing to pay her council tax. Will also demand a full audit when the time comes. 
Another MOP concerned about how the Co-opting of new councillors was carried out and if they had been properly interviewed, was not a full council at the time of co-opting and they have not attended a meeting.
Also, the monthly Parish meetings change of day and time not being fully discussed with Leysdown Village Hall management.
Cllr. Martin apologised for this.
Another MOP spoke about parking on double yellow lines and on pavement in Leysdown and could not more be done to stop this. 
19.15 Cllr. Partis arrived. 
23/160 Correspondence:
Cllr. Martin read out an email from Andy Booth. All other correspondence is now sent out via email direct to councillors.

23/161 Planning: 23/502980/FULL PROPOSAL: Replacement of 9no. chalets at plots 1,2,3,15,16,17,18,19 and 30 Seaview Holiday Camp, Warden Bay Road, Leysdown Kent ME12 4NB. Objection raised, Cllr Rumbol, Cllr Brennan Confers to put in an objection that they will be habitable during winter months, therefore becoming residential. 
	23/503118/FULL PROPOSAL: No Objections.
	23/503079/FULL PROPOSAL: Siting of a lodge to provide a security office and accommodation.
	ADDRESS: Isle of Sheppey Holiday Village Warden Bay Road, Leysdown Sheerness Kent ME12 4LX
	Cllr. Brennan Objects, Cllr. Partis 2nd on the grounds that non-residential buildings will be turned into residential by agreeing to the siting of a lodge as a security office and permanent accommodation on a holiday Village site. All Agreed.
	23/502808/FULL PROPOSAL: New Application. Erection of a replacement three-bedroom Chalet
	bungalow. ADDRESS: 60 Park Avenue Holiday Camp Park Avenue Leysdown, Sheerness Kent ME12 4QP
	Cllr. Brennan to take matter forward to Environmental Agency to make sure any asbestos waste is being disposed of properly. No objections to building going up.
 
23/162 CCTV Update: Push Kent Highways for Speed Cameras and camera outside school going ahead.
All agreed to go ahead with original siting of additional CCTV camera.

23/163 Green Party/Litter pick update:  Swale BC to provide all Hi-vis jackets, litter pickers, bags, hoops and will collect full rubbish bags on a day arranged with Clerk. Aim to get parents and children involved and to do the park area on Shellness Road as safer for children. 
MOP spoke about graffiti, repairs to public spaces and flower planters suggesting volunteers get involved.
Bus stops need cleaning and covered bins near them. 
Suggestion that the prisons get involved with supervised working teams from the prison as they had done in the past.

23/164 Bus-Stops Improvement Plan: To find a way to clean-up and fund. Clerk to get quotes to repair and replace the one at Bayview. Cllr. Martin proposed. Cllr. Partis 2nd. 

23/165 Highways Improvement Plan: Needs updating with suggestions:
Shellness Road speed restrictions down to 30mph.
Speed humps.
Speed cameras.
Jenkins Hill 40mph.  


 
23/166 Xmas Party: Village Hall unable to accommodate children’s Xmas party or outside catering. Will be deferred to next month’s meeting.
23/167 Xmas Lights: Deferred to next month’s meeting. 
23/168 Leysdown four-year Improvement Plan: Deferred to next month’s meeting. 
23/169 Bank Mandate: Deferred to next month’s meeting.
23/170 Finance cheques for approval:

	BT
	£72.01
	Direct Debit		

	Clerk’s wages 
	£488.40
	Cheque: 2787		

	BHIB Insurance
	£683.54
	Cheque: 2786

	Fun Day Celebrations
	£2244.25
	Cheque: 2790

	Warden Bay Playgroup
	£1000.00 (grant given)
	Cheque: 2793

	Printer Cartridge (clerk)
	£17.27
	Cheque: 2788

	Gardening Contract
	£1475.00
	Cheque: 2791

	Village Hall New Boiler
	£2800.00
	Cheque: 2792



Balance of NatWest Account as at 25th July 2023   	 £27,275.24
This includes: VAT Refund years 2020/23 of £7,429.89
Kent Association Cost of Living Grant of £1,000.00 

23/171 Second Public Session: None
23/172 Any other business: Damage to bandstand wall. To get builders quotes on repairing. 
23/173 Date of Next Meeting:
Thursday 14th September 2023 @ 6pm

23/174 Close of Meeting: 20.45
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